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CHARTERS: Two left only. If you want to fill your freezer, now is the time. Call Adrian. 

CLUB GENERAL MEETING AND CLUB BOARD MEETINGS: Are open to all. We need your 

input and feedback. See time and dates this page. 

CLUB ACTIVITIES: As described in the Newsletter. 

HOLIDAYS’ BREAKFAST: Once a year a chance to get together like-minded fellow anglers, 

and to exchange gifts. 

ANNUAL BANQUET: We don’t know what the theme will be, but it should be fun as in 

years past. Let’s see what the board comes up with. 

 

 

NEWS LETTER: Your News Letter editor will be out of the country from November 16 till 

January 1, 2017. This will be the last News Letter this year. I want to thank all the 

contributors for their help, especially Adrian, King Tut, Mike Lombardi and, as always, 

our irreplaceable DeeDee. Let’s continue the good work and make this News Letter even 

better in the future. 

CLUB MEETINGS 
The General Meeting will take place at LULU's, 16900 Roscoe Blvd. in Van Nuys; dinner (optional) at 6:30 PM and 

general meeting starts at 7:30 PM on the 3rd Wednesday of the month unless otherwise noted in the Newsletter. 

Guest speaker, if we have one, hasn’t been announced yet.  

The Board Meeting take place every 1st Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm. The location is at Las Hadas Restaurant, 
corner of Balboa and Nordhoff St. Everyone is invited to attend. 

 

WEBSITE SFVSF.org 

Come and visit. Let us know 
what you think of it. All 
suggestions are welcome. 
 

NEWSLETTER TEAM 

Gérard Sanchis, Editor 
Contributors: 
 Bob Tuttle 

Mike Lombardi 
(photography) 
Adrian Cruz (charters) 
DeeDee Steiner (Gate 
Keeper). 
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VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE- FROM YOUR CHARTER MASTER 

FOR CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS: Refer to the results in this Newsletter 

 

CLUB STUFF 
The Club may have to cancel the remaining charters because so few people have indicated an inclination to go. If this is 

the case, the points accumulated during the year will remain as they are now and Gene and Randy will be co-winners for 

2016. 

 

Remember that the fishery for ground fish (commonly called “Rock Cods”) will be closed from the beginning of 2017 till 

the first of March 2017. You have little time to fill your freezer with fish that some call the best eating fish in our waters. 

 

CHARTERS 

 

LIST OF REMAINING CHARTERS (Subject to Change) 

November 19 Sea Jay $135.00 

December 17 Sea Jay $135.00 

That’s it folks. 
 

Tight Lines  

Your Chartermaster, Adrian Cruz 

HOLIDAY ANNUAL BREAKFAST 

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the annual SFVSF holiday 

breakfast on December 18th, Sunday at 9am, Kountry Folks 

Restaurant, Sepulveda and Chase. Bring a $10 gift and join the fun 

gift exchange. 

 

 

 

Our photographer with a pair 

of nice Vermillion Rockfish 

and Randy with what looks 

like a nice Chucklehead and a 

ling. 



ROM THE SPORT FISHING 
CONSERVANCY 
 
 

 
 

California Loses another Golden Opportunity 
 
 
From days of the "forty-niners," California has been known as the "Golden State."  However today not all of 
that gold sits in the Sierra.   Our ocean and coast provide more than just the gateway to California.   From 
surfing, whale watching and fishing to sand castles and suntans, they serve as an exquisite backdrop that 
generously contributes to California's 21st Century gold reserves. 
 
For the past four years The Sportfishing Conservancy has worked on environmentally friendly ways to 
enhance marine resources through artificial reefs and at the same time choreograph a systematic approach 
that would encourage the phase out of today's offshore oil and gas platforms.  We sponsored Senate Bill 
233 designed specifically to do this.  This effort methodically inched along garnering support from 
recreational, environmental and industry partners along with state leaders. The legislation established a 
balance that all parties were comfortable with. 
`  

Late last month the California Legislature F…U… by missing a 
golden chance to capitalize on this opportunity.  It allowed 
SB 233, the legislation designed to streamline and update 
the state's existing platform decommissioning law, to be 
held up "in committee."  The result kept the legislation from 
a full vote in the Assembly and effectively killed the bill.  
 
Senate Bill 233 would have provided for the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife to develop an artificial reef team.  The 
team's primary goal would be to help determine if partially 
removing existing offshore oil platforms was an 
environmentally sound idea.  As a bonus, this same reef 

team could also tackle other important reefing enhancement projects.   Most importantly Senate Bill 233 
would also make sure all environmental concerns over removal were considered including air 
quality.   Beachgoers rejoice - if a platform met those criteria, the top could be removed clearing the 
horizon.  Marine habitat benefitted with vibrant sub-sea reefs.  Importantly, any financial saving arrived at 
by partial decommissioning would be split, with the lion's share going to benefit the ocean.   Specifically 
those savings were destined for an ocean trust fund providing a unique legacy unlike any other in the world. 
 
When you add up the environmental benefits, the clear horizon, an incentive for offshore platform removal 
and the ocean trust fund, one might ask why would the legislature do away with such a golden 
opportunity?   We continue to ask that same question. 
 
Tight lines, 
Tom 
 

F 



 



EXPLORING CALIFORNIA’S MARINE PROTECTED AREAS 

CRYSTAL COVE STATE MARINE CONSERVATION AREA 

The sandy beach and 

rocky shoreline at Crystal 

Cove State Marine Con-

servation Area   

 “That’s a marine 

protected area, you can’t 

fish there!” Actually, in 

over half of California’s 

marine protected areas 

(MPAs), you can. 

It’s a misconception that 

fishing isn’t allowed in 

MPAs, because in reality 

65 of the 124 MPAs 

throughout the state allow 

the harvest of specified 

marine resources, either 

commercially or recreationally – sometimes both. The only MPAs that prohibit all types of recreational 

or commercial harvest are state marine reserves and no-take state marine conservation areas (SMCAs). 

One of the MPAs that falls into the “go fishing!” category is Crystal Cove SMCA. Implemented in 2012 

alongside 49 additional Southern California MPAs and two special closures, Crystal Cove SMCA allows 

for certain types of recreational and commercial fishing. 

A California spiny lobster, Panulirus 

interruptus, hides beneath a rocky 

overhang in Crystal Cove SMCA.  

Stretching over four miles along 

the coastline next to the land-

based Crystal Cove State 

Park,  Crystal Cove SMCA waters 

extend to more than 200 feet deep, 

and encompass an array of marine 

habitats. There are sandy beaches, 

rocky shores, surfgrass beds, and 

many different types of seafloor. The variety of unique habitats support a multitude of marine species. 

Tidepools house anemones, limpets, chitons, and mussels; crabs scurry among rocky outcroppings; 

California halibut camouflage themselves on the sandy bottom, and senorita, opaleye, and a dizzying 

array of perches greet snorkelers amid the giant kelp. 

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Network
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=98218&inline
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Network/Southern-California
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Network/Southern-California#27150496-crystal-cove-state-marine-conservation-area
http://www.crystalcovestatepark.org/
http://www.crystalcovestatepark.org/


There are plenty of ways to enjoy recreating at Crystal Cove SMCA 

beyond non-consumptive activities like snorkeling, surfing, 

swimming, sunbathing, or just observing the marine life. One way is 

to grab your fishing license and head down to the beach. 

If you fancy yourself a diver, duck beneath the surface to spear kelp 

bass or California sheephead, hunt for spiny lobster, or grab some sea 

urchins. If getting wet doesn’t sound like fun, you can always wet a 

line instead to take finfish from shore or boat. Just make sure you 

bring along a current copy of the Ocean Sport Fishing Regulations 

booklet to ensure that what you do harvest from the MPA is allowed, 

in season, at least minimum size, and doesn’t exceed your daily bag 

limit. 

To take full advantage of California’s recreational fishing 

opportunities, including those within Crystal Cove SMCA, pick up a 

California Fishing Passport when you purchase your annual fishing 

license or at any California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

office. CDFW’s California Fishing Passport program encourages 

anglers to catch and document more than 150 species of fish throughout the State. Along the way you 

can accrue stamps documenting your fishing expertise and achieve celebratory milestones to highlight 

your successes as an experienced California angler, diver, or hoopnetter (sounds like a square dance 

move)! 

The next time you head out to your local MPA check to see if you can fish there!  If you have more 

questions about what you can and can’t do in MPAs please read these Frequently Asked Questions or 

send an email at AskMPA@wildlife.ca.gov! 

California has some of the best fishing opportunities in the world, and CDFW wants to encourage 

everyone to explore the intrinsic beauty and opportunities waiting at your local MPA. 

Learn more about MPAs by diving into the Exploring California’s Marine Protected Areas series! 

DeeDee 

We JUST LEARNED that DeeDee’ and Gary’s son is gravely ill. DeeDee is taking care of him at home if I 

understand correctly. We wish him a prompt and full recovery. 

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Licensing/Fishing
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=36321&inline
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean/Regulations/Sport-Fishing
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean/Regulations/Sport-Fishing
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Passport
https://map.dfg.ca.gov/fishing/
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Network
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/FAQs#27530612-what-can-i-do-in-an-mpa
mailto:AskMPA@wildlife.ca.gov
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Passport/Press/Reasons
https://cdfwmarine.wordpress.com/category/exploring-californias-mpas/
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Passport


Ode to Jon Ellis 
Longtime friend and deckhand on the Island Tak who passed away much too soon. 

 

Was Not In Me - by Shalom Freedman 

I tried to write a poem by the sea 

But the sea was not in me 

And the shimmering blue  

And distant beauty  

Did not sing or say anything to me- 
 

Except  
 

How far inside I am 

From all my eyes give me  

And how lost and alone 

In thoughts without dreams 

In fears  

no world outside can redeem. 

 

 

 

 

Under the wide and starry sky, 

Dig the grave and let me lie. 

Glad did I live and gladly die, 

And I laid me down with a will. 

 

This be the verse you grave for me: 

Here he lies where he longed to be; 

Home is the sailor, home from sea, 

    And the hunter home from the hill. 

 

Jon (or Johnnie as he was known to most of us) was one of a kind, always helpful and ready to land a 

hand. I remember him smiling, which he did all the time, low key personality (compared to his 

employer); all-in-all a great guy that will be missed and remembered. 

He now seats at the head of that great table in the sky where we’ll meet him someday to fish among the 

stars. 

Requiem by 

Robert 

Louis 

Stevenson 



 

The master and the 

apprentice on the right 

 

Smiles all around on the 

left 

 



 

Dan Medrano: First  place12.6 ling   

Allan  Sarkin: 2nd place 10 points 

Gene Housworth: 3rd  place 5 points  

 

T’was a good trip: 17 anglers caught 14 Lingcod, 4 

Ocean Whitefish and 170 Rock fish 

 



(Or THERE IS A JUSTICE AFTER ALL) 

POACHERS FINED FOR ILLEGALLY TAKING ABALONE IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Diving for abalone south of the Golden Gate is not permitted. 

Two Southern California men have been convicted and fined for abalone poaching and other resource 

crimes, stemming from a September 2015 California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

enforcement case. 

CDFW wildlife officers assigned to the patrol boat Thresher discovered the two men poaching abalone at 

Catalina Island. The Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office subsequently prosecuted both 

individuals. 

Hee Won Chai, 75, of Los Angeles was charged with taking and possessing six pink abalone. Chai pleaded 

no contest to all six poaching counts. He was ordered by the court to pay $61,626 in fines and penalties, 

and $1,000 to the CDFW Preservation Fund. Additionally all of his SCUBA equipment was forfeited by 

the court and his fishing privileges permanently revoked. 

Jin Chai Jeong, 58, of Garden Grove was charged with taking and possessing two pink abalone, three 

green abalone and four spiny lobsters out of season, as well as attempting to destroy evidence. Jeong 

pleaded no contest to all of the abalone and lobster charges. He was also ordered by the court to pay 

$61,626 in fines and penalties and $1,000 to the CDFW Preservation Fund. His SCUBA gear was also 

forfeited by the court and his fishing privileges permanently revoked. 

"An extraordinary amount of time and effort is invested in helping the Southern California abalone 

populations rebound, including the sacrifice of honest abalone harvesters who cannot currently fish for 

abalone south of San Francisco," said CDFW Law Enforcement Asst. Chief Mike Stefanak. "Years ago, 

abalone poaching laws were significantly strengthened as part of the overall recovery plan to protect 

California's abalone populations, but even so, we've seen an increase in poaching crimes. Once we find 

the offenders, we rely on the diligence of the District Attorneys' offices and the courts to ensure that 

justice is served. Successful prosecutions such as these will hopefully serve as a deterrent for anyone 

considering committing these crimes against the environment." 

All of California's abalone species are struggling, including two that are federally listed as endangered. 

Disease, predation, slow reproduction and poaching have necessitated a moratorium on abalone 

harvest south of San Francisco Bay since 1997. Red abalone populations north of San Francisco are the 

only populations stable enough to support limited recreational harvest. 

Anyone who believes they are witness to unlawful hunting, fishing, or pollution is encouraged to call 

CalTIP, CDFW's confidential secret witness program, at (888) 334-2258 or send a text to tip411. Both 

methods allow the public to provide wildlife officers with factual information to assist with 

investigations. Callers may remain anonymous, if desired, and a reward can result from successful 

capture and prosecution.  



AUGUST RAFFLE 

 
Jim Torres: 
Tackle Bag, The Snips, P-line, Dykes, $25.00 Reel Bucks, Lead, Seeker Rod 

Albacore Hat - Greg Sata P-line - Mike Herrera 

King Jig - Tony Urban Braid Squid - Mark Glasser 

Lead - Dave Copes P-line - Jared Gerber 

Seaguar Fluoro - Nam Ha  

All were glad that Jim Torres left a few prizes for the rest of the Club members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFE ON THE WATER? 
During the week of September 9th, the 64-foot 

boat Invicta, formerly International Star and also 

Avanti, struck a reef at 5:00 AM at the Coronado 

islands just on the other side of the border with 

Mexico, sprung a leak and sunk shortly thereafter. 

The boat had 21 passengers and 5 crew. Luckily 

the fishing boat Sweet Marie, all 35-foot of it, was 

close by and picked-up everyone before the boat 

disappeared completely under water – which 

happened quickly. 

That should serve as a warning and a lesson to all. We are overconfident and never, in our wildest 

dreams, imagine that the boats that we charter can sink. It can and that water is cold. Hypothermia is 

the enemy here and it sets in quickly. 

 

“hark, now hear the sailors cry,  

smell the sea, and feel the sky  

let your soul & spirit fly, into the 

mystic...”  
Van Morrison 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/145158.Van_Morrison
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